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RIVA ESTATE — PIARA WATERS — HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINE 
Grievance 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [9.01 am]: Today I am grieving to the Minister for Energy regarding 
a situation in the Riva Estate in Piara Waters. My grievance relates particularly to Riviera Turn. I know the 
minister is aware of this matter because we have had some correspondence on it. I know that some of the 
residents are on their way and I hope they get here before the grievance is complete. 
This is a failure of proper planning, and I will explain why. With all due respect to the Minister for Energy, it is 
not his fault. How is that! 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Are you sure? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: If the minister wants me to, I will blame him, but I am actually blaming the minister 
sitting next to him in his former capacity as the Minister for Planning. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Do you want him to answer it? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I would have grieved to him, but he is no longer the Minister for Planning. Despite the 
fact that it was the former Minister for Planning who caused the problem, I hope that the Minister for Energy is 
the one who can solve the problem. 
What happened is that there was an existing 132–kilovolt ampere line running through the Riva Estate. As 
I explained to the residents of Riviera Turn, this line is part of a circuit and is an important part of the electricity 
infrastructure for their community and for all the surrounding communities, because that is the way the 
electricity system works. They believed that it was supplying another estate, but as I explained, it is actually 
a circuit and therefore all the estates are equally impacted by this transmission line. What happened was that 
when the developer was putting together the structure plan for the estate, he chose to site a school underneath the 
high-voltage transmission line. Of course, a school cannot be built underneath a high-voltage transmission line. 
I do not know why the Western Australian Planning Commission and the Minister for Planning allowed the 
school to be planned on the site of the overhead high-voltage power infrastructure, because, clearly, a school 
cannot be built underneath high-voltage infrastructure. What was then agreed with the planning commission was 
that the high-voltage line would be relocated through the middle of the estate. I suppose that that could have 
been done if a large easement had been allowed so that people did not have that infrastructure sitting, effectively, 
in their front yard, but that was not what was approved by the Liberal government. What was approved by the 
Liberal government was that the overhead infrastructure would go down a narrow suburban street. 
We all know that part of the modern way of doing estates is that the streets themselves are narrower, the verges 
are smaller and the houses are set closer to the property boundary, which brings all the houses closer together. 
That is obviously a better way of doing the estates as it means more houses can go onto less land and it therefore 
keeps block prices lower. Normally those estates do not have 132–kilovolt overhead lines running down small 
suburban streets, but that is exactly what was proposed and agreed to by the Liberal government for the people in 
this estate. That could perhaps have been done if the relocation of the line had occurred before the blocks were 
sold. What happened, of course, was that people went and bought the blocks of land in the new estate without 
being aware that there was going to be a 132–kilovolt high-voltage line going through the middle of the estate. It 
is true that some residents who actually have the line running immediately in front of their land did sign to 
acknowledge that. The point I make is that, firstly, they did not necessarily know what it was going to look like 
and how close it was going to be to their bedrooms et cetera, because they were just saying that they were aware 
of the easement; they did not necessarily know that that meant that outside their master bedroom window would 
be a massive steel pole. That is one thing. The other thing was that the people on the other side of the street in 
Riviera Turn were not asked to sign that document. Not only that, but the people affected on the streets near to 
Riviera Turn were not informed at all. I have had a meeting with the developer and he said that the maps were 
available. I have seen the maps and there is no reasonable way that an ordinary person would have interpreted 
the maps in that way, particularly because a powerline was already in the estate. It is not as though this was 
a brand-new powerline; this was an existing powerline that was moved. 
As the minister is aware, I have also talked to some people at Western Power about this. I have written to the 
current Minister for Planning and I am looking forward to having her reply. I have also written to the council to 
draw its attention to the matter. The council says that it is really a state government matter. We have a situation 
in which bad planning was allowed to take place. The structure plan allowed for a school to be proposed 
underneath an existing 132 000–vault line, which should never have been allowed. Then, having allowed that, 
the government agreed to allow the relocation of the line to an ordinary narrow suburban street, which clearly 
was never a sensible outcome. I am hoping that the minister can now use his control of Western Power to 
overcome this problem and that perhaps the line could be run along Nicholson Road, where no residents are 
directly on the road, which would get these residents out of their current problems. 
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DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Energy) [9.08 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. I will 
go through the information that was in my briefing from Western Power. There was a development owned by 
Mammoth Nominees at lot 22 Skeet Road, Piara Waters in the Riva Estate. As the member said, there is no 
question that we need high-voltage lines. The question is where they are. Mammoth Nominees made an 
approach to purchase a block of land that it was going to develop. There was an existing transmission line 
through it and the developer wanted to move the transmission line to a different place to more effectively 
develop the property, as I understand it. Under Western Power’s rules, which are set by the regulator, these 
actions and expenses have to be undertaken by the developer because the line already exists. If the developer 
wants to optimise it, he has to meet the costs. That is background information. 
Mammoth approached Western Power in November 2010 to discuss removing the high-voltage line. 
Western Power told it a number of things. First, it had to undertake a community consultation process; that was 
its requirement. It then applied for and obtained an easement on the land from the Western Australian Planning 
Commission. The easement was registered specifically for use of the network infrastructure. Western Power 
understands that Mammoth undertook community consultation during this period. Western Power further 
understands that buyers were aware of the eventual transmission asset relocation prior to purchase and the 
registered easement. This asset relocation was written into the relevant sales contracts. This was in 2010. It was 
also asked for a down payment. Western Power did not see the developer for another two years. Something 
happened, and I suspect what happened was that the global financial crisis hit and Mammoth put off its 
proposals. Adjacent developments continued but Mammoth was not active. People bought land and built houses 
adjacent to it, not fully aware of the easement. As the member for Cannington said, until people are close to one 
of these things, they do not know the physical impression on the houses that takes place. In December 2014, 
Mammoth again approached Western Power. Clearly, when Mammoth went out there after 2012 having had 
community consultation, things were different. In 2010 nobody was there, but now people are there and they are 
experiencing troubles. They have looked at relocating this line in a number of other places, including 
Nicholson Road, and undergrounding it, which will cost $4 million, which is pretty high. The Nicholson Road 
option has some technical difficulties with getting shared space and it will cost an additional $1 million relative 
to the easement. Those are the things that Mammoth must deal with. 
As for the school that the member mentioned, I think his argument is that the school was going to be placed 
underneath the easement. That would be a strange decision, in my view. I have not been briefed on that. I assume 
the school serves Mammoth’s development and all the other ones in the area. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: It is a proposed site; there is no actual school. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: A proposed school; okay. It would be a very strange thing to do. Western Power would not 
agree with that to the extent that it could. There is a big debate about the health effects of high-tension radiation, 
which is a different issue, but some people are concerned about it. Some people are concerned also about their 
homes being too close to it, for their amenity value or otherwise. This is a big issue. 
In my view, it comes down to the developer. Unfortunately, the GFC hit and he put off his development. If he had 
had it at the time, he probably would have got the easement done and it would not be an issue for the other people 
who moved in. The reality is that people have moved in next door to the easement and they do not want it there. 
Western Power is facilitating the issue as much as it can to look at all other options. All the other options are more 
costly, but that is life. I have not been able to be briefed adequately on the powers of, let us say, the third party 
adjacent houses. Those people have to be interviewed, but they do not necessarily have a veto right over it. That is 
my understanding. This issue needs to be addressed. I am not critical of the planning, because when the planning 
commission agreed to the easement, no houses were adjacent to it. Unfortunately, there was the timing, and we 
think it was the GFC. Now we have to resolve this issue. I have great sympathy for all the parties involved, though 
this is life. I guess you could say that at least some of the people in the houses adjacent to the easement should have 
known about it. They were informed through their titles and by the developer that an easement was proposed 
adjacent to their homes. However, I accept the member’s argument that they did not fully understand it. 
Western Power has been trying to act as broker in this issue, but it has limited powers. It has the veto over any 
movement within range. I understand, as the member indicated, that this is one of the difficulties of life with more 
dense living. Western Power has assured me that it will do its best to make sure that it comes up with an equitable 
and fair outcome, but I cannot promise anything. Nothing has moved yet. Some of the residents have approached 
me and, I think, the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Local Government, to seek assistance. We have 
responded and we will try to resolve the issue to the best of our ability. I will keep the member informed. 
Western Power was hopeful of brokering a deal that I could announce today, but it has not come off. I do not know 
exactly what the deal is, but it is hopeful that it will be acceptable within reason to all parties. 
 

 [2] 


	RIVA ESTATE — PIARA WATERS — HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINE
	Grievance


